
John C. Knapp, Ph.D., is the 13th president of Washington & Jefferson 
College, one of America’s oldest and most distinguished liberal arts 
institutions, founded in 1781. He also serves as a professor of religion in 
the College’s Department of Philosophy.

Dr. Knapp is an internationally known author and speaker with leadership 
experience spanning the education, non-profit, and business sectors. Prior 
to joining W&J in 2017, he was president of Hope College in Holland, MI. 
Earlier, he served as the founding director of Samford University’s Frances 
Marlin Mann Center for Ethics and Leadership, and as professor and director 
of Georgia State University’s Center for Ethics and Corporate Responsibility, 
originally established under his leadership as the independent Southern 
Institute for Business and Professional Ethics. He has served for more than 
a decade on the board of Clemson University’s Rutland Institute for Ethics.

Dr. Knapp’s scholarship includes numerous articles and five books. As a leader among his peers, he chairs The Oxford 
Conclave of Global Higher Education, a retreat for college and university presidents held annually at England’s 
University of Oxford. He has chaired The New York Times Presidents Council, a representative group of private 
college presidents who meet with the newspaper’s higher education reporters for background discussions of issues 
facing institutions and the industry.

Earlier in his career, he served for more than a decade as president of an Atlanta-based corporate communication 
firm. During this time, Atlanta Business Chronicle twice recognized him as the region’s leading crisis management 
consultant. He earned a Doctor of Philosophy degree in theology and religious studies at Columbia Theological 
Seminary, and a Bachelor of Science degree in urban life with a concentration in communication at Georgia State 
University. He and his wife, Kelly, have five adult children and three grandchildren.
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