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CONFERENCE PROJECT OVERVIEW 

The coronavirus and recent racial protests have not only prompted conversations about science, 
medicine, and public health, but have forced us to look at inequities embedded in our modern 
society, tying into larger conversations about race, ethnicity, language, discrimination, and 
institutionalized racism. The need to create a healthy, diverse, inclusive, safe, culturally and 
linguistically diverse, and just society has never been more evident. The healthcare system, in 
particular, suffers from institutional racism that is fundamentally contrary to its mission, and this 
has been spotlighted by the racial disparities of the COVID pandemic. The humanities can help 
us to hear, connect with, and develop empathy for the experiences of others, and to center the 
voices of those most vulnerable to exclusion. Thus, they must be central to the deep examination 
of our healthcare institutions required to foster the inclusion and equity that ultimately translate 
to wellness.

To adequately examine and understand these complex topics, it is necessary to expand beyond 
clinical and biomedical scientific practice and solicit expertise and insights offered from 
students, scholars, and experts in the humanities. The humanities disciplines contribute greatly 
to technology and medicine in their quest to improve the human condition but are too often 
overlooked as a potential resource for workforce growth or enrichment. Additionally, humanities 
students are not taught to ‘market themselves’ to medical and tech organizations and are led to 
believe that their areas of study are irrelevant to these fields. We believe that by building and 
strengthening bridges between these areas of practice we can enhance the care for all people.  
Keeping the humanities strong requires that we value their positive impact and include their 
important roles in other disciplines.

This conference project creates the environment for this bridge, building on previous efforts of 
the Humanities at Work project; namely the linguistic internship and Humanities in Health 
Initiative (a cross-unit partnership which includes Linguistics, Education, Honors College, 
Business, Medicine, and Community and Industry Partners) which are partially funded by a Pitt 
seed grant. This project thus aligns with our efforts to build an engagement platform/hub for 
connecting humanities to the community, health, and tech industries. It will help cultivate an 
interdisciplinary Community of Practice (CofP), which will work to provide support and 
structure for collaborative studies focusing on centralizing humanities and cross-disciplinary 
training to improve the human condition, combat racism in healthcare and raise awareness about 
the impacts of racism on health. The virtual format of this conference will also facilitate greater 
access and more diverse participation and will allow several opportunities for networking in 
addition to the scheduled talks, to allow for the organic generation of new partnerships. 

This conference will convene experts, community members, and students from all disciplines to 
work together to discuss the diverse roles humanities plays in health and well-being and to 
discuss how to make our community safe, inclusive and healthy for all. Currently, given the 
compounded crisis our world is experiencing with COVID-19, social inequity and unrest, 
divided political landscape, we hope that our conference will lead to new partnerships and 
working groups to tackle some of these more immediate issues. 
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CONFERENCE FOCUS AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

A list of potential topics follows, but this should not be taken as a comprehensive list. 

Presentations may focus on research projects and can describe findings of completed projects, 

preliminary findings, or research in progress. Teaching abstracts may describe curricular 

concrete examples of interdisciplinary health and humanities offerings, novel curricula, teaching 

or evaluation strategies, or instructional materials. In addition, we are looking for examples of 

cross-disciplinary research and teaching collaborations or internships (e.g., medicine-linguistics-

education, anthropology-public health, art-community health, etc) that can be described and then 

act as a blueprint for wider adaptation. If you know of a program like this, please contact us as it 

may be appropriate for a workshop rather than a presentation.  

Research 

Cultural and Linguistic Competency Education  

Social Determinants of Health, Health Disparities, racism and social justice 

Engaging Humanities in the public health response to COVID-19

Health Literacy, Art and Healing, Illness Narrative  
Spirituality/Religion and Health 
Health equity implementation  
Humanities and COVID-19  

Community-based research Health and ethics 

Technology, Race and Engagement 

Institutional Racism  

Medical Discourse, Doctor-Patient Interaction  

Teaching and Innovation 

Curricular examples of interdisciplinary health and humanities offerings 

Internships 

Teaching or evaluation strategies 

Using literature in health education 

Engaging Communities in teaching and learning  

KEY DATES AND SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 

Virtual conference dates: April 9-10, 2021 

Abstracts deadline: January 31, 2021 

Notification of acceptance: February 20, 2021 

Abstracts addressing the topic of Engaging HinH should be no more than 350 words.  

For all abstracts, include all authors, corresponding author’s name and contact information. 

References are optional in the abstract but if included, cite no more than two. References will 

not count towards the word limit. Please send abstract to: HinH@pitt.edu. All Proposals must be 

submitted by 11:59 pm EST on January 31st, 2021. Late submissions will not be accepted. 

Notification of acceptance will be sent out via e-mail no later than February 20th, 2021. 

Abstracts selected will be included in the program as oral presentations only, no posters. 

Presenters are responsible for obtaining any special permission required to share their work. 

mailto:HinH@pitt.edu
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ABSTRACT SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 

All abstracts will be reviewed by the scientific committee following the criteria described above. 

We will convene a diverse panel from humanities, health, business, and education to organize 

key talks, panels and workshops.  

OPPORTUNITIES TO PUBLISH 

All papers directly relevant to person centered health and social care will be considered for 

publication personally by the Editor-in-Chief, European Journal for Person Centered Healthcare. 

SPONSORS 

Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences 

Humanities in Health (HinH) 

Pitt Honors College

School of Education  
Year of Engagement, University of Pittsburgh  
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